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two days hence. In the meantime, there have passed
scenes, which make this attempt more necessary to Mr. Pitt,
and which yet may relax the ardour of his half-ally, Charles
Townshend*, the Secretary at War, who is discontented
with the precedence given to George Grenville, and has
attended the assemblies at the Si Alban's. Last Wednes-
day the question of the war in Germany was agitated. The
court support it, for they don't know how to desert it, nor
care to be taxed with abatement of vigour; yet the temper
of the House of Commons, and the tone even of the advcn
catesfor that war, were evidently repugnant to the measure;
yet, as it was accorded unanimously, Mr. Pitt had rather
matter of triumph. On Friday, his superiority declined
strangely, his friends proposed calling for the memorials
that have intervened between us and Spain on their late
demands. He supported this proposition with great ability,
but even his Mends the Tories, who had been falling back
to him, abandoned him on this motion, which was rejected
with great spirit by the administration; and on putting
the question, his numbers were so trifling, that he could
not venture a division. If the militia produces no con*
fusion, he must wait for some calamitous moment. The
Spanish war is still ambiguous. We do not think they
intend it openly; but as any repugnance to it on our side
will encourage their flippancies, it is scarce probable but it
will arrive, even without the direct intention of either
court. This is the situation of the present minute: your
own sagacity will tell you how soon it may be altered.

What an assembly of English dames at Naples! The
Duchess of Grafton is at Turin; but, I should think, would
soon be at Florence, on her way to Eome. Don't forget to
ask her if she received my answer and thanks for her
present; I should be vexed if they had not reached her.
* Brother of the foregoing George Townshend, Walpole.,     ston,    WatyoU.
